
 

 

                                                          Best Wishes for the Holidays! 
 

As we approach the end of the 2016 calendar year, we take time to reflect upon Red Maple’s community 

successes and its dedication to improving student achievement.  The staff have been busy implementing the 

various curriculum expectations in their classrooms, completing Progress Reports and meeting with parents and 

their colleagues to discuss and further plan for student achievement and well being. The Elementary Progress 

Reports were sent home with your child on November 22nd. This is a wonderful opportunity to discuss and reflect 

with your child their progress while also setting goals for the months to come.  

 

Communication between home and school is an essential element of student success.  We appreciate your ongoing 

involvement in your child’s education, the time spent communicating through the agendas, and the conversations 

you have had with staff.  We look forward to continuing our partnership in the upcoming year. 

 

We would also like to thank parents for their ongoing support at home. Helping with homework assignments and 

discussing your child's school day provides the opportunity for support and positive reinforcement. Furthermore, 

it provides parents an opportunity to exercise strategies used at school to reinforce key concepts.   

 

The holidays are a terrific opportunity for our students to enjoy the greatness of our Canadian winter.  

Encourage your children to play outside, skate, toboggan or simply play in the snow.  And while indoors, take the 

time to play board or card games with your children.  Games that involve strategic thinking enhance critical 

thinking skills and provide invaluable family time where you can share in the gifts that each of your children bring 

to our community every day. As a school community, we are indeed blessed with committed and caring individuals.  

 

As the holiday season approaches and 2016 quickly draws to a close, we wish to extend warmest wishes for the 

holiday season and for a happy 2017! We are confident that the two week break will prove to be a restful and 

pleasurable time for families to spend together.  Thanks to all of you for all that you do to make Red Maple a 

great place to be. Whether you come to School Council meetings, participate as a parent volunteer, or come to 

special events — your involvement and presence matters and we value the time, treasures and talents you bring. 

We look forward to greeting your children upon their return from the holiday on Monday, January 9th, 2017. 

 

 

                                                               Have a happy, safe holiday! 

                                                               Ms. Taylor and Ms. Zarif 
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Message From Our Trustee 
 
 

 

As we near the end of 2016, I hope everyone has had a great school year so far 
and found opportunities to get involved with the life of the school. 
 
It is wonderful to have opportunities to see not only what our students are learn-
ing, but to see how they are learning – collaborating and problem solving, using 
technology in exciting new ways, and engaged in hands-on activities. 
 
I want to take this opportunity to thank the dedicated staff members, students, 
families and community members across our Board.  Thanks to all of the great 
people we have in our system, we continue to advance student achievement and 
well-being. 
 
Our Board continues to have a strong commitment to creating welcoming, inclu-
sive learning environments that enable all of our students to thrive. Engaging 
families in your child’s education and the school community is in an important 
part of creating that environment. 
 
There are resources for families available on our Board website at www.yrdsb.ca/
parents, including information on Board programs and supports, and tips for par-
ents to support your child’s learning at home and at school. 
 
Best wishes to everyone for a safe and happy holiday season and a wonderful 
start to 2017. I hope you are able to enjoy time with family and friends. 
 
 
 
 

Ms. C. Chan 
Trustee 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/parents
http://www.yrdsb.ca/parents


The Ever Changing Face of Red Maple! 
  
We are a growing and ever changing school community which means we welcome new stu-
dents and staff on an ongoing basis.  We would like to welcome the most recent new staff 
who have joined our school community since the beginning of the school year: 
  
Danielle Auciello, Teacher 
Bernadetta Cerullo, Teacher 
Philippa Williams, Child and Youth Worker 
Nevrene Lindo, Child and Youth Worker 
 

  
Mrs. Auciello, Ms. Cerullo, Ms. Williams, and Ms. Lindo are working as a collaborative team 
to support our new community class at Red Maple. 
 
 
 
 
 

At Red Maple P.S. as part of our ongoing professional learning and practice, we con-
tinue to focus on equitable and inclusive practices for all our students, staff and fami-
lies. 
  
We are using our most recent student survey data and intentionally focussing on: 

 
 Promoting kindness/spreading positivity and creating an inclusive environment through 

our actions and words 

 
 Working together to improve our school climate for both staff and students 

 
 Anti-Bullying counselling and awareness 

 
 Spreading awareness about mental health for staff through professional development 

and attendance at Mental Health conferences 
 
 Incorporating Equity and Inclusivity activities into our daily routines through the use of 

resources and professional development for staff 
  
We are demonstrating our commitment through:  
 

 student recognition at Character assemblies; 
 focused professional development on site for staff during the school day; 
 providing one to one support for students when needed; 
 sourcing funding for staff to attend leading edge conferences for one or two days…

and 
 consistently embedding Equity and Inclusivity into our everyday practice. 



From the Art Room 
 

 

 

 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our Red Maple families for your various art do-
nations. 
 
A special thank you goes out to the Moon family for their generous donation of frames, foam core 
and matte boards. The students are thrilled to see their work framed and on display. 
 
The art room is beginning to look like a professional gallery! 
 
Thank you again to all our families for their contributions. 
 

The Intermediate Girls Volleyball Season 
 

The Intermediate Girls Volleyball Team had a great season this year. The girls showed dedication by 
coming to countless practices before and after school. They worked on communicating, team work and refin-
ing their volleyball skills.   
 

The team played in exhibition games and tournaments over the course of the season, in preparation 
for the Area tournament.  At the Red Maple Tournament they came in third place, and at the Redstone tour-
nament they placed second.  The team always looked on the bright side, and tried to learn from their mis-
takes and improve.  
 

The Area tournament was filled with many amazing rallies, spikes and serves. The girls went unde-
feated in their pool, winning all five of their games, and advanced to the playoffs.  In the semi-finals, they 
faced the very skilled Bayview Hill team.  The team put forth a great effort, but unfortunately, were just short 
of advancing to the championship game. The girls took home third place out of 12 teams in the tournament!  
All 11 players supported each other and demonstrated good sportsmanship--- always remembering to show 
the Red Maple Way!  The team had a fantastic season and we are very proud of their accomplishments and 
hard work! 

 



A Conversation with Robert Munsch 
 
 

Ms. Rowe’s Grade One Class wrote a letter to their favourite author, Robert Munsch. 
 

This is the reply that they received: 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Hi, Kids: 
 
Thanks for writing and for reading my books. My three newest books are called “Ready, Set, 
GO!”, “Braids!” and “So Much Snow”. “Ready, Set, GO” is about a kid who goes to a Mara-
thon with her father and ends up winning the race! The story “Braids” was originally done in a 
collection but has now come out in a separate book. “Too Much Snow” is about a kid who 
loves snow and goes to school during a blizzard and the snow gets deeper, and deeper and 
deeper. 
 
Here are the answers to your questions: 
 
Why did your brother kick you in the face? (Brett) We were play fighting. 
Do you have a pet? (Alyssa) I have a dog named Winston. He is a small Yorkshire Terrier. 
What is your favourite colour? (Alya) My favourite colour is black. I am the only person I know 
whose favourite colour is black. 
What is your favourite fruit? (Sacha) I like apples. 
What is your favourite animal? (Alfie) I like dogs. 
What is your favourite book? (Danica) I do not know if you are talking about the books I wrote 
or about other books. So I will assume you meant the books I wrote. 
Some days I like Love You Forever most because it sold the most copies. Other days I like 
David’s Father and Andrew’s Loose Tooth and Something Good and Makeup Mess because 
they are the books that have my own kids in them. Other days I like Mud Puddle the best be-
cause it was my very first book. 
 
Why are your books so funny? (Dylan) I like making kids laugh. 
What is your favourite number? (Kloe) Three and Seventeen. 
 
Thanks for sharing my  books with each other. I hope you have lots of fun. 
 
 
Robert Munsch 
 
 



 



 

 

 

 

The Positive Climates for Learning Club is a group of students dedicated to 

supporting Social Justice causes for our community. This holiday season, the 

team is collecting non-perishable food items to help others in our commu-

nity. In partnership with the York Regional Police, our collaborative efforts 

will provide holiday cheer to the thousands of families who have registered 

for assistance through the local Salvation Army programs and Victim Ser-

vices of York Region. Donations will be accepted until Friday, December 16. 

Thank-you in advance for your generosity! 

The PC4L Club 

 

COMING SOON! 
 

In the New Year, we will be selling Subs for lunch, to raise 
money for our Grade 8 Graduation. 
 
 
As well, Milk will be sold on a daily basis in the New Year. 

 
 
Watch for details coming soon! 

http://www.salvationarmy.ca/
http://www.victimservices-york.org/
http://www.victimservices-york.org/


ELL December News @ Red Maple 

November has been another busy month in ELL at Red Maple Public School. We would like to ex-

tend a warm welcome to more new families who have joined our school this month, WELCOME!! 
 

Here are some things to consider when learning a new language: 

Help Your Child Understand What He or She Reads 
When children get to fourth grade, they no longer spend time in class learning how to read. Instead, they 

learn about science, social studies, and many other subjects. They read in order to understand. 

Explain things 

Explain to your child how things work and what things are. Talk about music, politics, sports, history, or 

whatever interests you both. Conversations with adults help children build understanding. 

Ask questions 
Ask questions that make your child think about what he or she just read.  

Say something like, "Why do you think he did that?" or "What's happening now?" 

Show your child new people, places, and things 
As much as you can, give your child new experiences. Take him or her along with you to meet new people, go 

to different places, and see new things. Talk about what you see and do. Open up your child's experiences so 

he or she can draw on that knowledge when reading. 

Talk about different word meanings 
Play games with words. You can talk about how jam means something you put on toast as well as cars stuck in 

traffic. How many other words can your child think of that sound the same but have different meanings and 

spelling? When kids know what a word means, they have less difficulty when reading it. 

Use a children's dictionary 
Buy or borrow a children's dictionary. Show your child how to use it to look up the meaning of words. If you 

have access to the Internet, your child can also go to a talking dictionary to hear how a word is pronounced 

(in English). 

Teach your child comprehension tricks 
Show your child some tricks to better understand what he or she has seen or read. Four of these tricks are: 

summarize, predict, context, and monitor. Try these with your child with a TV show or sports game first. 

Then try it with a book. For example: 

1. Ask your child to retell a story in just a few sentences (summarize). 

2. Ask him or her to guess what might happen next (predict). 

3. Show your child how to figure out the meaning of an unfamiliar word based on other words and pictures 

around it (context). 

Explain how to pause while reading in order to ask himself or herself whether he or she knows what is hap-

pening, and if not, to re-read the sentence again (monitor). 

Knowing how to do these things will help your child better understand what he or she reads! 

Read together every day 
Read with your child for at least 15 minutes each day. Experts say this is one of the most important things 

you can do! Make reading together a warm and loving time.  

 

http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/help-your-child-understand-what-he-or-she-reads 

 

 

Thank-you 

The ELL Team 

Ms. Polsinelli and Ms. Kazis 

http://encarta.msn.com/encnet/features/Dictionary/DictionaryHome.aspx


York Regional Police 

Road Watch Online Reporting System 

 

 

Road Watch is a community driven program that provides citizens with a 

means to report aggressive or unlawful driver behaviour. Instances of unsafe lane changes, disobeying traffic 

lights and stop signs are some typical types of behaviors that qualify for a Road Watch submission. 

 

To complete a Road Watch Form, please visit the York Regional Police Website at www.yrp.ca. 

 

Once a submission is received by York Regional Police, the information will be reviewed by a police officer 

and, if deemed appropriate, a letter sent to the owner of the vehicle outlining the date, time and location of 

the incident. The letter will also include important messages encouraging the owner to ensure all who drive 

their vehicles do so in a safe and responsible manner. 

 

Road Watch may be used in instances where: 

 

 No collision occurred. If the incident resulted in a collision, please call the police for further instructions. 

 The suspect driver is not known to you. If the identity of the driver is known, call the police. 

 The suspect's licence plate number was obtained. A brief description of the vehicle is also needed to vali-

date the licence plate information. 

 As accurate a description as possible of the incident should be submitted. Providing as much information 

as possible will help ensure that action will be taken against the suspect vehicle owner. 

 

It is the policy of York Regional Police to accept reports of incidents that occur inside and outside of York Re-

gion. If this incident occurred outside of York Region, your report will be forwarded upon your request to the 

local police service for the area where the incident occurred. Please note that there will be no confirmation 

that the occurrence is being investigated. It is recommended that for the most efficient response, the police 

service having jurisdiction over the area in which the occurrence took place should be contacted directly. 



CENTRAL ENRICHMENT BAND 
 
 
The Central Enrichment Band is an opportunity for motivated students (woodwind, brass, per-
cussion, bass guitar or string bass) in grades 6-8.   
 

Schedule: 
Running from January 18 - May 17, 2017 (Wednesday rehearsals) 

       At Alexander Mackenzie H.S. 300 Major Mackenzie Dr. W., Richmond Hill 
       6:30 pm - 8:30 pm  

Special dates: 
       Family drop in night: Wednesday March 8th (This is an open rehearsal, come and see 

what our students are doing) 
       Family Concert in May (TBA) 

  
Membership Process: 
  
Students require parental/guardian consent and the endorsement of their teacher. 
Each student applicant must meet the following: 
 
 Student demonstrates positive character in the school; 
 Student would benefit from an enrichment music program in a supportive and inclusive    
 community; 
 Students are required to bring their own instrument (or one borrowed from their home 
 school); and 

 Students are able to play the concert B flat scale on a concert band instrument 
 (woodwind, brass, percussion, bass guitar or string bass). 

  
Interested students must complete and submit a registration form online no later than Friday, 
December 16, 2016. If there are any questions or concerns, please contact 
david.hipperson@yrdsb.ca 

  
 
Registration and payment: 
  
Once registration is submitted, parents will be contacted to 
confirm registration and will be provided with any additional 
information. 
  
Cost to students $100.00. This will cover the cost of the fol-
lowing: 
  

 T-shirts 

 Music 

 Folders/misc. Reeds, repairs etc. 

 Season ending Pizza Party 

 Bussing 

http://maps.google.ca/maps?q=300%20Major%20Mackenzie%20Dr.%20W.,+Richmond%20Hill,+ON@43.869849,-79.44801&z=16&t=m
mailto:david.hipperson@yrdsb.ca


Indoor Shoes 
 

All students are 
expected to have 

a pair of indoor shoes so that we 
may keep the floors as dry and as 
clean as possible.  Thank you to 
students who are changing into 
their indoor shoes before they 
enter the classroom. 

Junior/Senior Kindergarten Registration for  

September 2017 

 
Children born in 2013 are eligible to attend Junior Kindergarten in September, 2017.  Children born in 
2012, and not currently attending public school, are eligible for Senior Kindergarten in September. 

Registration forms are available on YRDSB’s website: www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca 
 
Documents required for registration include:  
 Proof of child’s age (birth certificate/passport) 

 Proof of residency (for child and parent/guardian) 

 Citizenship and immigration status (where applicable) 

 Direction of school support form 
 
Registrations will be accepted on a first come, first served basis starting on January 20, 2017.  If you 

require further details, please telephone the school or for more information please visit the 

YRDSB website 

http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca


Weather Watch 
 
All students from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 8 are expected to go out for every recess unless 
the principal or vice-principal decides that weather conditions are so poor that it would be det-
rimental for them to be outdoors.  Students are to come to school ready for winter and pre-
pared to be outdoors up to 40 minutes after lunch.  We always monitor the weather and, in 
extreme conditions e.g. wind chill; we keep the students indoors or shorten the recess breaks. 

 
We often receive requests from parents asking us to keep their children indoors during recess times because they are 
not feeling well.  Unfortunately, we do not have the staff or facilities to supervise students who are sick or still recov-
ering from an illness.  Students with heavy colds, etc., which are serious enough to prevent them from participating 
in physical education, recesses or other outdoor activities, should remain at home until their condition improves.  
This will likely benefit the students concerned and prevent the spread of this illness to others.  
 
Please make sure that your children are dressed properly for our invigorating winter days.  It is advisable for students 
to bring extra pants and socks. A change is often necessary due to the wet and cold weather of the winter months.  To 
avoid adding to our clothing collection in the Lost and Found, please be sure to label all articles of clothing.  Boots, 
hats, mitts/gloves, scarves, and snow pants for the younger children will help make recess an enjoyable time.  

 

WISHING YOU A SAFE AND 

HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON! 

From the Red Maple Staff 







December  20 16  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 

 

School Council 

Meeting 

7:00 pm 

6 

Grades 7/8 trip 

To Langstaff S.S. 

For drama play. 

7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 

Pizza Day 

 

15 

Kindergarten 

Concert 

2:00 pm 

16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

Winter Break  
December 26th  to   

January 6th 

Last Day 
of Book 

Fair  



January  2017  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 

 

WELCOME  

BACK! 

10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 

PA Day 

 

21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

Winter Break  
December 26th to   

January 6th 


